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ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

The “Environment’ 1s very important for us to understand because it constimtes
our surroundings and affects our ability to live on the earth. It comprises of the
air we breathe, the waler thal covers most of the earth’s surface, the planis and
animals around us, and much more. It is therefore, very important to understand
and apprecaite the importance of ‘environment’ in our daily life. In recent years,
scieniisis have been carefully examining the various ways by which people affect
the ‘Environment’. They have found that we are cansing air pollution, deforestation,
acid rain, and other problems that are dangerous both to the earth and to ourselves.

You may have heard of laws, rules and regulations to deal with the above-
mentioned situations. The Government in the last few decades has shown keen
interest in protecting and promoting the environment and consequently enacted
various Environmental Laws.

This lesson aims at discussing the details about the environment and its
degradation with special reference to environmental pollution. The lesson further
focuses on the laws pertaining to the protection of environment from pollution
and other environmental issues. The discussion is also on other environmnet
related issues.
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After completing this lesson, you will be able to:

e explain the term ‘environment, and its importance in our life;

# find out what is ‘environmental pollution” and what are the various kinds
of ‘pollution”;

e appreciate the need lor pretection of environment;

e identify the factors respensible for environmental pollution;

o know the various laws relaiing (o the protection and promotion of
environment; and

& understand the functions of Central Pollution Board and the State Pollution
Boards.
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